
Mark Your Calendars: 
 

• PTO Meeting & Volunteer 
Appreciation Breakfast 
Tuesday, May 12,  
8:00 a.m., MPR 
 

• 4th Grade Texas State 
History Fair 
Friday, May 15 
 

• Memorial Day Holiday 
Monday, May 25 
 

• Early Dismissal Day 
Thursday, May 28 
12:15 p.m. 
 

• LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
2014-2015 
Thursday, May 28 

Dear Parents, 
 
Please attend our last PTO Budget meeting tomorrow 
(May 12) at 8:00am in MPR.   
 
All volunteers are invited for our Volunteer Appreciation breakfast and 
coffee before or after the PTO meeting. 

 
Have a wonderful week. 
 
Elizabeth Karkowsky, PTO President 2014-2015 
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The HISD Your Voice Survey began last week and runs 
through May 30.  Go to our website at www.westues.org and 
click on the Your Voice logo on the right side of the page.  This 
will take you to the survey.  We encourage our parents to 
take this survey. 
 
Have a delightful week! 
 
John T. Threet, Principal 

PTO President’s Notes 
 

Principal’s Place 
 

Attention all readers!  If you love reading, Name that Book club might be the club for you 
next year.  If you have never participated and are interested in sharing good books with 
friends, please attend the parent information meeting immediately following the bell in the 
library on Thursday, May 21st or directly after school in the library on May 21st.  If you are 
unable to attend the parent information meeting, I will have notes posted on the library 
webpage and extra copies available in the library after the meeting. 
 
Thank you to all the students who submitted menu name changes and made Lunch Hero 
Day a huge success!  Congratulations to Jake Rodriquez, Walker Colson, Baily Cauffman, 
Jack Hauch, Lindsey Levan, Cole Mansour, Taylor Lafitte, Jack Verducci, Truman Reid, 
Agustin Garcia, Kennedy Packer, and Taryn Morris on their creative menu selections that 
were featured on our school menu.  Swing by the library and check out their entries on the 
door. 
 
Kelly Russell, Librarian 

Library Book Nook 

http://www.westues.org/


This month’s Citizens of the Month were nominated because they are models for the character trait self-discipline.  
 
Yu Zeng, Ms. Wood’s 4th Grade class 
Ms. Wood writes, “Yu always displays great self-discipline and is a role model for our entire 
class. I can always depend on Yu to exemplify superb West U behavior and self-control.” 
 
Yu’s favorite books are the Percy Jackson series by Rick Rioardan. His favorite subject is math. 
What he loves about West U are the nice teachers. When he grows up he wants to be a 
lawyer. Yu said, “My hero is my mom because she takes care of me.” To make West U No 
Place for Hate, he said, “I include other people at recess.” 
 
Isaac Drake, Ms. Webb’s 1st Grade Class 
Ms. Webb said, “Isaac displays the trait of self-discipline throughout the school day.  Isaac consistently controls his 
behavior and gives his best.  He works hard to complete class assignments in a neat and organized manner, displays 
patience, and chooses productive activities.  Isaac thinks before he acts, a hallmark of self-discipline.”  
 
Isaac’s favorite books are the Magic Tree House series by Mary Pope Osborne. His favorite subject is Math. What he 
loves about West U is the food served in the cafeteria. When he grows up he wants to be a Storm Chaser. Isaac said his 
hero is, “Ms. Webb because she teaches me so much.” To make West U No Place he tries to be kind to everyone. 
 
Luke Edgecomb, Mrs. Morton’s 3rd Grade  
Mrs. Morton’s said, “My class nominated Luke for Citizen of the Month.   Luke is a well- disciplined young man.  
 Whenever I have to leave the room, when I come back he is always doing what I asked of him.  He is a leader and 
someone to look up to.  He has wonderful manners, is respectful of his peers and follows the rules of the classroom.  My 
class is made up of well-disciplined children. Luke has been a great influence.  I am proud of you, Luke, this is an honor 
from your classmates and teacher.” 
 
Luke’s favorite book is Million Dollar Throw by Mike Lupica. His favorite subject is Science. When he grows up he wants 
to be an Athlete and run track.  What he loves about West U are all the nice teachers.  Luke said, “My hero is my dad 
because he coaches my baseball team and is very nice.”  To make West U No Place for Hate he said, “When I see 
someone being bullied I tell (the other person) to stop.” 
 
Reese Williams, Ms. Smith’s 1st Grade Class 
Ms. Smith writes, “Reese is an excellent example of self-discipline. She loves setting goals for herself and working hard to 
accomplish whatever task is at hand. Reese enjoys challenges and pushing herself to new levels. She is able to do some 
really amazing things because of her self-discipline, excitement for learning, eagerness to make a difference, and positive 
attitude.” 
 

Reese’s favorite book is Matilda by Roald Dahl. Her favorite subject is Science. What she loves about West U are all the 
nice teachers and nice staff. Reese shared, “My hero is my mom because she helps me with all the school activities.” To 
make West U No Place for Hate she said, “I comfort people even if they’ve been mean to me.” 

 
Juliette McLaughlin, Ms. McKenzie’s 1st Grade Class 
Ms. McKenzie writes, “Juliette is exceptionally disciplined and mature. She has been such a positive leader in our class 
this year. I can always count on her to finish her work independently and in a timely manner, and I never have to give her 
directions more than once. I have loved having Juliette in my class this year!”  
  
Julia’s favorite books are the Judy Moody series by Megan McDonald. Her favorite subject is Library. What she loves 
about West U are all the nice teachers. When she grows up she wants to be a kindergarten teacher. Julia said her hero 
is, “Mrs. Russell because she inspires me to read books!” To make West U No Place for Hate, she said, “I play with people 
who are lonely.” 

Continued on next page 
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Counseling Corral: Citizens of the Month for May 
 



W e s t  U n i v e r s i t y  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  
H o u s t o n  I n d e p e n d e n t  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  

3756 Univers ity Blvd., Houston, TX  77005, 713-295-5215  Fax:  713-667-8514 
We’re on the Web!  visit us on the web at: www.westues.org  

Tracey L. Wyatt, Magnet Coordinator          John T. Threet, Pr incipal          Amber Pinchback, Ass istant Principa l 
 

It is the policy of the Houston Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, ancestry, national origin, sex, handicap or 
disability, marital status, religion, veteran status, political affiliation, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or gender expression, or any other basis 
prohibited by law in its educational or employment programs and activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to have fun, make new friends, go camping, and learn how to do new things?  You are 
invited to join West University's Cub Scout Pack 266!  Our family-friendly program is open to all boys 
entering first through fifth grade in the fall.  Over the summer, Pack 266 hosts lots of fun activities.  If 
you are interested in joining, or just learning more about Pack 266, this summer is a great time to do 
so.  Check out our website at www.wupack266.org for information about our Pack and upcoming 
activities. Our first summer recruiting activity will be a Fathers' Day Workshop on June 16/Tuesday 
from 5:30-7:00pm at the West U Scout House (on Edloe and Goode St., just across from Edloe Café). 
 
Please sign up via the sign up genius link: www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0C4CAAAB2DAAF58-
fathers1  
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Emily Tang, Mrs. Saleem’s Kindergarten Class 
Mrs. Saleem said, “Emily has done an outstanding job following the rules in kindergarten. She is an 
excellent example for her classmates.” 
  
Emily’s favorite books are the Rainbow Magic series by Daisy Meadow. Her favorite subject is Reading. What she loves 
about West U are all the nice teachers.  When she grows up she wants to be a teacher. Emily said, “My hero is Mrs. 
Saleem because she helps me learn.”  To make West U No Place for Hate, she said, “I help others when they need me.” 
 
Sara Iyer, Mrs. McAleavy’s 5th Grade Class 
Mrs. McAleavy writes, “Sara is exemplifies self-discipline.  Each day she arrives at school on time and prepared for the 
day. Her homework is always neat and complete. Classwork is done with consideration and care.” 
  
Sara’s favorite book is The Lost Planet by Rachel Searles. Her favorite subject is Reading. When she grows up she wants to 
be a doctor. Sara said what she loves about West U is that, “Mrs. McAleavy and the teachers encourage students to work 
hard.” To make West U No Place for Hate, Sara said, “I always include everyone in activities.” 
 
Austin Little, Ms. Westerman’s 4th Grade  
Ms. Westerman writes, “I can not say enough positive things about Austin! He displays self-discipline each and everyday, 
by getting his work done on time, listening in class, and participating. He is always respectful and kind to both adults and 
his peers. He radiates positivity and is always tackles any challenge with a smile on his face! He is a natural leader, and a 
joy to have in class!” 
 
Austin’s favorite book is Wonder by R.J. Palacio. His favorite subject is Math. When he grows up he wants to be a Major 
League Baseball player. What he loves about West U are the extremely nice teachers. Austin said, “My brother is my hero 
because he helps me with my homework.” To make West U No Place for Hate, Austin shared, “When someone is hurt I 
help them back up and ask them if they are ok.” 
 
Michael Connolly, School Counselor 

Counseling Corral: Citizens of the Month for May (cont) 
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Join Cub Scouts 
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